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PUBLIC WORKS ADMIf\.

Mr. Gary Stoyka
Skagit County Public Works Department
1800 Continental Place
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Mr. Tom Rowe
Snohomish County Planning and Development Services
3000 Rockefeller Avenue
Everett, WA 98201

Mr. Kevin Plemel
Snohomish Health District
3020 Rucker Avenue
Everett, WA 98201

Re: Implementation of Skagit Instream Flow Rule Reservation Provisions: Possible Closure of the
CarpenterlFisher Sub-basin Management Unit

Dear Messrs. Stoyka, Rowe, and Plemel:

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the Carpenter-Fisher Creek Sub-basin groundwater
reservation, established in the 2006 Skagit Instream Flow Rule amendments, appears to be at or close to
full allocation. The Department of Ecology (Ecology) is completing a review of recent data, and closure
of the sub-basin may be necessary in the near future.

The Department of Ecology adopted the Skagit Instream Flow Rule (the Rule) on April 14,2001, and it
is codified at Chapter 173-503 WAC. Minimum instream flow levels for the Skagit River were
established under the Rule for the purpose of preserving fish habitat and protecting instream resources.
Under the Rule, water rights (including permit-exempt withdrawals) that are junior to the Skagit
Instream Flow Rule l are required to curtail their use when stream flows in the Skagit River fall below
established minimum levels.

In 2006, Ecology amended the Rule creating water reservations that are an exception to the Rule's
closures and instream flow minimum limits. Specifically, water reservations or "budgets" were

I Those withdrawals established after April 14, 2001, the effective date of the Skagit Instream Flow Rule.
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